A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 

RABINDRANAl  H  TAGORE'S 
INSTITUTION 

SANTINIKETAN 


By 
C.  F.  ANDREWS 


Done  on  the  Press  of  the 
Tuskegee    Normal    and    Industrial    Institute 
Tuskegee  Institute,  Alabama 
U.    S.   A. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

University  of  Toronto 


http://www.archive.org/details/shortaccountofraOOandr 


RABINDRANATH   TAGORE'S   INSTITUTION 
AT  SANTINIKETAN 

The  Institution  at  Santiniketan  was  founded  by  the  poet 
Rabindranath  Tagore  in  the  year  1900.  His  immediate  ob- 
ject was  to  do  something  permanent  for  the  boys  and  girls 
of  his  own  country.  He  wished  to  establish  a  type  of 
education  whereby  the  children  would  creatively  appropri- 
ate and  enjoy  the  teaching  given  them,  assimilating  it  in  a 
living  manner.  He  himself  believed  intensely  in  freedom 
and  desired  the  children  who  were  being  taught  by  him  to 
have  as  much  joy  and  freedom  as  possible.  Study  was 
not  to  be  divorced  from  life  itself.  The  teachers  and  chil- 
dren were  to  combine  in  order  to  form  one  family  together 
on  a  religious  basis  and  in  harmony  with  the  surroundings 
of  nature. 

The  school  has  gradually  developed ;  and  its  growth  from 
the  first  has  been  of  a  remarkably  healthy  character,  em- 
bodying the  principle  of  the  open  air  life  and  freedom  for 
every  creative  activity  of  mind  and  body.  Boys  and  girls 
have,  from  the  very  first,  been  educated  together. 

In  1918,  the  poet  still  further  conceived  the  idea  of  found- 
ing at  Santiniketan,  along  with  the  school,  a  centre  for 
Eastern  culture.  He  wished  to  concentrate  at  one  spot  the 
varied  ideals  of  art  and  civilization  which  have  been  contri- 
buted to  the  world  by  the  different  countries  of  Asia.  With 
this  purpose  in  view,  arrangements  were  made  for  advanced 
studies  in  Vedic  and  Classical  Sanskrit,  as  well  as  in  Arabic 
and  Persian,  Along  with  these  literary  studies,  the  School 
of  Indian  Art  and  Music  became  an  essential  element  in 
fulfilling  the  poet's  purpose.  Later  on,  during  his  tour  in 
Europe,  1920-21,  the  poet's  thought  became  still  wider  in 
its  embrace.  He  felt  the  further  need  for  some  meeting 
place  of  the  East  and  the  West  in  a  common  fellowship  of 
life  and  study.  This  led,  after  much  earnest  thought  and 
meditation,  to  the  formal  inauguration  of  Visva-Bharati  as 
a  registered  Institution  in  1921.  The  word  "Visva-Bharati" 


means  International  Culture.  The  poet  hoped  that  students 
and  workers,  of  all  nations,  would  welcome  his  invitation 
and  come  together  to  work  and  study  at  Santiniketan  with 
the  one  common  religious  purpose  of  the  welfare  of  human- 
ity. The  place  itself  should  be  free  to  all  comers,  but  each 
should  endeavor  as  far  as  possible  to  bear  his  or  her  own 
expenses.  Many  devoted  men  and  women  have  come  both 
from  the  East  and  West  under  these  conditions,  and  in  this 
manner  the  International  Fellowship  has  grown. 

Owing  to  the  generosity  of  an  anonymous  friend,  it  be- 
came possible  to  start  at  this  time  on  a  much  larger  basis 
the  work  of  Village  Reconstruction,  at  Surul,  which  is  an 
agi'icultural  centre,  a  little  over  a  mile  from  Santiniketan, 
across  the  open  country.  The  house  at  Surul,  from  which 
the  village  activities  proceed,  is  called  Sriniketan. 

The  programme  of  Visva-Bharati  now  includes  the  fol- 
lowing objects: 

(1)  To  carry  on  the  School  and  College  according  to 
the  poet's  ideals. 

(2)  To  assemble,  at  Santiniketan,  the  different  cul- 
tures of  the  East,  especially  those  that  have 
originated  in  India,  or  found  shelter  there. 

(3)  To  establish,  in  Sriniketan,  the  foundations  of 
a  prosperous,  healthy,  cooperative  and  humane 
life  in  the  villages,  near  the  Asram,  free  from 
malaria,  and   self-supporting. 

(4)  Through  the  International  Fellowship,  called  Vis- 
va-Bharati, to  seek  to  establish  a  living  relation- 
ship between  East  and  West  in  order  to  promote 
goodwill  and  understanding  between  different 
races  and  cultures,  thus  helping  in  some  measure 
to  fulfill  the  highest  mission  of  the  present  age, 
namely,  the  unification  of  mankind. 

The  Constitution 
"The  membership  of  Visva-Bharati  shall  be  open  to  all 
persons  irrespective  of  sex,  nationality,  race,  caste,  creed, 
or  class,  and  no  test  or  condition  shall  be  imposed,  as  to 

_4_ 


religious  belief,  or  profession,  in  admitting  or  appointing 
members,    students,   teachers,   workers,   or   in   any   other 
connection  whatsoever." 

The  supreme  control  is  vested  in  the  Members  as  in  Gen- 
eral Meeting  assembled.  The  Governing  Body  consists  of 
councillors  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the  different 
departments  and  by  the  associate  members.  There  are 
also  a  Board  of  Trustees,  a  Treasurer,  a  General  Secre- 
tary and  a  President.  The  poet  himself  is  President.  All 
accounts  are  duly  audited  and  placed  before  the  General 
Meeting  assembled  yearly. 

The  Different  Institutions 

(A)  At  Santiniketan  are  located  the  different  education- 
al  undertakings   comprising: 

1.  The  Research  work 

2.  The  College 

3.  The  Junior  School 

4.  The  School  of  Art  and  Music. 

There  is  also  a  well-equipped  Library  to  which  the  poet 
has  himself  given  lavishly.  Santiniketan,  which  is  resi- 
dential, has  its  own  Hospital,  Hostels,  Guest  House,  Teach- 
ers quarters,  Workshop,  Cooperative  stores,  and  Electric 
power  house.  A  separate  Girls'  Hostel  is  maintained  for 
the  girl  students.  This  latter  has  shown  remarkable  ex- 
pansion in  recent  years.  It  is  likely  to  become  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  Visva-Bharati. 

(B)  At  Sriniketan  are  located  the  different  agricultural 
and  village  undertakings,  which  comprise  a  programme 
of  Village  Reconstruction,  with  the  following  depart- 
ments :  Village  welfare,  iniiluding  medical  nursing ;  Adult 
education;  Boy  Scout  movement;  Cooperative  Bank;  an 
experimental  farm,  dairy,  poultry,  vegetable  garden,  vil- 
lage industries,  including  weaving,  tannery,  smithy,  car- 
pentry and  silk  production. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Visva-Bharati  maintains  its 
own  Press  and  a  Quarterly  Journal.  It  also  manages  a 
Publishing  House  with  a  book-shop,  in  Calcutta. 


Properties  and  Funds 

Visva-Bharati  owns  about  400  acres  of  land  valued 
at  $15,000;  buildings  valued  at  $150,000;  books,  ma- 
chinery, furniture,  and  other  properties,  worth  approx- 
imately $70,000 ;  copyrights  and  assets  of  the  Publishing 
Department  valued  at  $60,000. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  for  the  acquisition 
of  600  acres  of  extra  land,  under  the  Land  Acquisition 
Act,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15,000. 

The  permanent  and  earmarked  endowment  funds  of 
Visva-Bharati  (apart  from  buildings)  amounted  to 
$150,000  on  the  30th  of  September,  1928,  the  chief  items 
being  the  Nobel  Literature  Prize  Fund;  the  Nizam 
Islamic  Fund;  the  Kathiawar  School  of  Art  Fund. 

Visva-Bharati  is  also  in  receipt  of  annual  grants  of 
$2,000  from  H.  H.  the  Gaekwar  of  Baroda,  earmarked  for 
Indian  Studies;  $500  from  H.  H.  the  Maharaja  of 
Tipperah ;  $15,000  from  a  friend  in  Europe  up  to  the  end 
of  1930,  earmarked  for  Village  Reconstructon ;  $1,000 
from  Seth  Ambalal  Sarabhai  for  general  purposes. 
Smaller  amounts  come  in  each  year  from  annual  members 
and  subscribers.  Donations  and  subscriptions  may  be  sent 
by  cheque,  or  money  order,  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 
Visva-Bharati,  Imperial  Bank  of  India,  Calcutta,  India. 
They  will  be  duly  acknowledged. 

Visiting  Professors  A7id  Lecturers 

One  of  the  chief  aims  of  Visva-Bharati  is  to  bring  to- 
gether the  best  minds  of  the  East  and  the  West  in  a  com- 
mon fellowship  of  study.  The  Institution  has  been  fortu- 
nate in  securing  such  eminent  European  Scholars  as  Pro- 
fessor Sylvain  Levy  (Sorbonne,  Paris),  Mark  Winternitz 
(German  University  of  Prague),  Sten  Konow  (Oslo), 
Carlo  Formichi  (Rome),  and  Vico  Lesny  (University  of 
Czecho-Slovakia)  as  visiting  professors.  Many  have  also 
come  from  different  parts  of  the  world  to  visit  the  Asram, 
for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  as  lecturers,  students,  or 
workers. 


The  cultural  significance  and  importance  of  this  higher 
work  can  hardly  be  over-emphasized.  Visva-Bharati,  how- 
ever, was  compelled  to  suspend  the  programme  of  visiting 
professors  after  1928,  for  want  of  sufficient  funds  to  carry 
it  on  successfully. 

Research   WiOrk 

Many  eminent  Scholars  like  Pandit  Vidhusekhar  Sastri, 
Pandit  Kshitimohan  Sen,  Dr.  M.  Collins,  and  others,  have 
been  serving  the  institution  at  great  personal  sacrifice. 
This  devoted  band  of  workers  has  completed  and  publish- 
ed a  large  number  of  original  investigations  in  Sanskrit 
and  in  Prakrit.  They  are  collaborating  with  the  Bhand- 
arkar  Institute  of  Poona  in  compihng  a  critical  edition  of 
Mahabharata.  In  addition,  the  most  noteworthy  feature 
of  Research  is  the  recovery  of  Sanskrit  texts  from  China 
and  Tibet.  A  large  number  of  very  important  Sanskrit 
books  have  been  lost  in  India,  but  are  still  preserved  in 
Tibetan  and  Chinese  translations,  which  have  hitherto  re- 
mained undeciphered.  The  Research  scholars  of  Visva- 
Bharati  have  begun  systematically  to  restore  these  lost 
treasures. 

The  School  of  Art  and  Music 

Under  the  presidency  of  the  artist,  Abanindranath 
Tagore,  with  Nandalal  Bose  as  director  of  studies,  this 
school  is  one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  truly  creative 
work  in  India  today.  Students  are  coming  from  all  parts 
of  India  to  take  advantage  of  its  course  of  study.  The 
Music  section,  presided  over  by  Dinendranath  Tagore,  is 
collecting,  with  such  musical  notation  as  can  be  followed 
in  the  West,  the  Poet's  ow-n  music  for  his  songs. 

The  Girls'  Hostel 
No  side  of  Visva-Bharati  has  developed  more  rapidly 
than  this  in  recent  years.  It  reveals  the  marvellous  strides 
that  are  being  made  by  the  Woman's  Movement  in  India 
today  and  it  is  clearly  supplying  a  vital  need.  In  the  last 
three  years  the  members  in  the  Hostel  have  doubled. 
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The  College 

This  part  of  Santiniketan  has  had  hitherto  a  somewhat 
chequered  career.  Very  valuable  work  has  been  done  on 
a  small  scale,  especially  with  individual  boys  and  girls, 
who  have  gone  foi-ward  from  the  Junior  School  to  the  Col- 
lege. Also  picked  students  from  other  provinces  have 
found,  through  its  educational  courses,  a  means  of  be- 
coming imbued  with  the  ideals  of  the  poet  and  with  an 
international  aspect  of  study,  that  could  not  be  obtained 
elsewhere.  But,  at  present,  there  is  no  intention  of  press- 
ing for  any  large  expansion  on  this  side.  It  is  imprac- 
ticable, for  instance,  at  this  juncture  to  obtain  sufficient 
funds  to  make  advanced  teaching  in  Modern  Science  ef- 
fective. Such  a  development  may  take  place  later,  but  not 
immediately. 

The  Junior  School 

The  school  has  now  been  in  existence  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  carrying  out  the  poet-founder's  own  creative  edu- 
cational work.  It  has  the  advantage  of  being  close  to  dif- 
ferent masters  of  higher  learning,  art,  and  music,  who  are 
doing  their  own  work  near  at  hand.  The  brighter  boys  and 
girls  are  able  to  derive  benefit  from  this  at  a  very  early 
age,  and  all  the  children  come  under  its  influence.  The  poet 
regards  this  School  as  his  own  special  foundation  and 
takes  active  part  in  its  teaching. 

The  Library 

The  manuscripts  of  Tibetan.  Chinese,  Sanskrit,  and 
Pali  texts  are  of  great  importance.  Noble  gifts  have  also 
been  bestowed  on  the  library  from  different  foreign  coun- 
tries, including  Arabic  books  from  Egj^pt.  Each  year  in- 
creases the  supply  of  these  and  thus  adds  to  the  perma- 
nent value  of  the  library  itself.  It  has  become  one  of  the 
radiating  centres  of  Santiniketan,  which  attracts  all  the 
resident  students  and  teachers,  and  also  scholars  from  out- 
side. The  poet  has  made  an  earnest  appeal  for  help  in 
collecting  books  dealing  with  Western  Philosophy,  es- 
pecially on   its   Christian  mystical   side. 


The  Guest  House 
A  large  central  Guest  House,  the  gift  of  Maharshi 
Debendra  Nath  Tagore,  the  father  of  the  poet,  together 
with  a  small  separate  resting  house,  the  gift  of  the  Hira- 
bhai  Trust,  makes  the  accommodation  of  visitors  to  the 
Asram  comparatively  easy.  Visitors  from  every  part  of 
the  world  come  every  year  and  carry  back  an  impression 
of  what  Indian  leadership  and  initiative  have  been  able 
to  accomplish  under  the  poet's  guidance  and  direction. 

Siiniketan 

This  large  house,  built  in  the  old  spacious  style,  with 
wide  verandahs,  together  with  a  whole  settlement  of  new- 
er buildings,  comprises  the  agricultural  centre  of  the 
poet's  work,  from  which  the  village  reconstruction  move- 
ment has  been  developed  in  every  direction.  It  is  impossible 
to  describe  briefly  this  side  of  Visva-Bharati,  which  has 
shown  both  creative  impulse  and  imaginative  power.  It  has 
given  the  literary  and  artistic  work  of  Santiniketan  an  in- 
valuable practical  background.  Indeed,  Sriniketan  and 
Santiniketan  have  now  become  inseparable  parts  of  one 
whole,  and  are  together  called  Visva-Bharati.  They  can- 
not even  be  conceived  of  now  apart  from  one  another.  For 
like  the  two  hands  and  two  eyes  of  the  human  body,  they 
are  both  needed  for  completeness. 

Hospital 

A  new  Hospital  is  nearly  built,  as  a  memorial  to  W.  W. 
Pearson,  who  died  in  Italy  through  a  fatal  accident  on  the 
railway.  His  memory  is  a  living  one  among  the  boys  and 
teachers,  and  he  loved  to  nurse  those  who  were  sick,  It  is 
hoped  to  obtain  a  fully  equipped  hospital  and  PtafT  wh'ch 
will  serve  not  only  the  students  and  teachers,  but  also 
those  who  may  be  brought  in  from  the  villages,  either,  for 
illness  or  for  surgical  operation.  Close  to  the  Asram  are 
many  settlements  of  the  primitive  aboriginals  and  the 
Hospital  is  intended  to  minister  also  to  them.  There  is  room 
for  expansion  to  other  villages  as  soon  as  funds  permit. 
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Concluding  Note 

Up  to  the  present  time,  only  with  extreme  difficulty  and 
with  very  great  self-denial,  this  creative  work  at  its  vari- 
ous stages  has  been  carried  on  since  its  small  beginning 
in  the  year  1900.  During  later  years,  as  the  work  devel- 
oped, the  poet  himself  went  out  collecting  funds  in  order 
to  meet  current  expenses  and  to  provide  permanent  endow- 
ments. But  experience  has  proved  clearly  that  his  health 
has  seriously  suffered  thereby.  Therefore,  those  who  are 
most  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  Visva-Bharati  have 
come  strongly  to  the  conclusion  that  such  a  form  of  per- 
sonal collection  of  funds  by  the  poet  must  not  be  carried 
on  in  the  future.    It  is  far  too  costly  a  procedure. 

In  spite  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  the  present  work, 
the  sum  that  is  now  needed  to  keep  everything  in  good 
condition  is  not  large.  It  is  estimated  that  twenty  thousand 
dollars  each  year  in  further  donations  would  be  sufficient 
for  this  purpose.  Gifts,  memorial  or  otherwise,  in  addition 
to  annual  subscriptions,  will  be  most  gratefully  received  as 
part  of  the  permanent  endowment.  For  donations  of 
this  kind,  if  carefully  planned  and  appointed,  help  materi- 
ally to  relieve  the  strain  of  the  yearly  expenses,  since  they 
release  money  which  would  otherwise  have  to  be  spent,  if 
the  income  of  the  endowment  were  not  forthcoming. 

From  one  point  of  view,  the  shortage  we  have  experi- 
enced each  year  could  only  be  expected,  because  the  work 
has  been  developing  so  rapidly,  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
keep  pace  with  it.  From  another  point  of  view,  the  very 
critical  position  has  been  reached  at  which  most  valuable 
and  vital  development  has  had  to  be  suspended,  because  of 
the  necessity  of  retrenchment.  In  one  recent  year,  all  the 
teachers  and  research  scholars  voluntarily  gave  back  to 
Santiniketan  one  tenth  of  their  income  in  order  to  meet 
current  expenses.  But  such  a  sacrifice,  where  workers 
are  living  on  the  lowest  margin,  is  altogether  too  costly  in 
health  and  efficiency.  It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  im- 
possible, by  united  effort,  both  in  India  and  abroad,  to  ob- 
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tain  the  sum  required  each  year  during  the  next  five  years 
in  order  to  reheve  the  heavy  burden  of  the  poet's  anxiety, 
and  to  put  his  work  at  Santiniketan  itself  on  a  sound 
financial  basis.  This  work  is  international  in  character 
and  appeals  to  the  good  will  of  the  whole  world.  There- 
fore, it  is  right  to  ask  for  subscriptions,  not  only  in  India, 
where  thej^  are  being  generously  given,  but  also  in  Eng- 
land, Europe,  and  America. 

The  following  means  of  supporting  the  Poet  in  his  work 
are  put  forward  by  way  of  suggestion  :- 

(1)  Associate  Membership,  by  an  annual  payment  of 
not  less  than  five  dollars  sent  direct  to  the  Treas- 
urer, Visva-Bharati,  Imperial  Bank  of  India,  Cal- 
cutta, India. 

(2)  Life  Membership,  by  a  single  payment  of  not  less 
than  100  dollars  sent  to  the  same  address. 

(3)  Visva-Bharati  Quarterly  subscription.  The  sum 
of  five  dollars  a  year  should  be  sent  to  the 
Manager,  Visva-Bharati  Quarterly,  210  Corn- 
wallis  Street,  Calcutta,  India. 

(4)  A  Memorial  Scholarship  for  a  boy  or  girl  in  the 
School  or  College.  This  would  entail  an  annual 
payment  of  100  dollars,  or  an  endowment  of  2,000 
dollars. 

(5)  A  Memorial  Bed  in  the  Hospital.  This  would 
mean  an  annual  payment  of  100  dollars,  or  an  en- 
dowment of  2,000  dollars. 

(6)  A  Meynorial  Research  Professorship.  This  would 
involve  an  annual  payment  of  1,000  dollars,  or  an 
endowment  of  20,000  dollars. 

(Note.  General  information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
General  Secretary,  Visva-Bharati,  210  Cornwallis  Street, 
Calcutta,  India.  Intending  visitors  should  ivrite  direct 
to  the  Manager,  Guest  House,  Santiniketan,  Bengal,  India. 
The  Railway  Station  is  Bolpur,E.  I.  Railway,  Loop  Line. 
It  is  100  miles  Northwest  of  Calcutta.) 
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